
The numbers with Musselwhite include “Kissin’ In Memphis,” Brownie McGhee and Sonny Terry’s “Burnt

Child,” and Jimmy Reed’s “I Don’t Go For That,” and the harmonica wizard provides effective support.

Sumlin’s contributions include the previously mentioned “Born Operator,” “Howlin’ With Hubert,” a

head-cutting instrumental, and “Games.”

JW-Jones continues to impress with each release. Though he’s still a young guy, he already has an

impressive body of work under his belt and should only get better as time goes by. Midnight Memphis

Sun is his best release yet.

--- Graham Clarke

Oli Brown started playing guitar at age 13 in 2002. By the time he was 15,

he was playing in America with the band, Blinddog Smokin’, opening for Taj

Mahal and Buddy Guy. After several summers touring the U.S. with the band,

they encouraged the youngster to start his own band and in 2007, he did just

that. He signed with Ruf Records in 2008 and has just released his second

album for the German label, Heads I Win Tails You Lose.

Label head Thomas Ruf convinced veteran producer Mike Vernon (Eric

Clapton, Fleetwood Mac, John Mayall) to come out of retirement to produce

the recording. Brown wrote or co-wrote 10 of the 12 tunes, and though a few

of the songs could fit well on a pop or rock recording, Brown’s torrid guitar work brings it all back to the

blues, as does his soulful vocals.

It would be difficult to pick just a few favorites on track list00all the tracks are either noteworthy for

either a standout vocal or a fantastic guitar solo, or both. If I had to pick a few, they would include the

opener, “Evil Soul,” “Keeping My Options Open,” “I Can Make Your Day,” and “Love’s Gone Cold”

(which is the purest blues track on the disc), but don’t make me choose. The two covers, a hard-rocking

take on Peggy Lee’s “Fever,” and Blackstreet’s mid ’90s R&B hit, “No Diggity,” are also recommended

listening.

The band (Gary Rackham – bass, Jamie Little – drums, Dave Lennox – keyboards) are excellent, and

Oli Brown’s performance is as confident and assured as any 20-year vet of the music business.

You will be hearing more from this guy in the near future0.I guarantee it. In the meantime, do yourself a

favor and pick up Heads I Win Tails You Lose.

--- Graham Clarke

The Jimmy Bowskill Band’s latest release, Live (Ruf Records), has the

sound and feel of those classic blues/rock recordings of the late ’60s and

early ’70s, right down to the cover art (by Bob Masse, creator of numerous

posters of The Doors, Grateful Dead, Jefferson Airplane, Janis Joplin, and

Bob Dylan during the ’60s). The music itself is reminiscent of that era, with

equal parts blues and rock highlighted throughout, courtesy of the 19

year-old Bowskill’s impressive guitar work and vocals.

The Jimmy Bowskill Band consists of Bowskill (guitar and vocals), Wayne

Dedder (bass and vocals), and Dan Neill (drums). There’s no information on

where this set was recorded, but wherever it was, the audience got a treat. This set is as close as you

can get in the 21st century to those legendary concerts and performances of the ’70s by bands like Led

Zeppelin or Bad Company. It’s a dizzying mix of blues and rock that anyone who was kicking around

back in those days will want to hear.

Bowskill wrote eight of the 12 tracks here, including the powerful opener, “Far From Reality,” “Be Mine,”

“Drifting Haze,” and the rousing “Karadag.” The covers include a pair of Paul Rodgers tunes from his

days with Free (“Ride A Pony” and “Walk In My Shadows”), B. B. King’s “Three O’Clock In The

Morning,” and Peter Green’s “Rattlesnake Shake.”

Simply put, if powerhouse blues/rock guitar is what you’re looking for, you have found the real deal with

The Jimmy Bowskill Band. The sky is the limit for this 19-year-old and Live is a great place to start

listening. Visit Bowskill’s website and find out more about this amazing young guitarist.
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